
Pacific NW Historic Races at 
Pacific Raceways,  and had 
four members attend the 
Volvo Club of BC’s “ Volvos in 
Osoyoos”  event. 

 

We held three tailgate parts 
swap/ meets and even had a 
Volvo Beach Party. 

 

We’re already planning our 
events for 2005 and hope that 
more of you wi ll be able to 
join us at our events. 

 

We had a total of 17 chapter 
events in 2004!  We started 
up the PSVSA Classic Cruis-
ing Club so members could 
get together and actually 
drive their cars and see our 
beautiful state at the same 
time.  

 

 We held 8 cruises  this year 
that included dr ives through 
the Snoqualmie Valley; from 
Magnuson Park to the Red 
Hook Brewery in Woodin-
ville; from Monroe to north of 
Index; from Smokey Point to 
Whidbey Island; from Smokey 
Point to La Conner;  from Issa-
quah south to A lder Lake near 
Mt. Rainier; from Monroe to 
Granite Falls and the Moun-
tain Loop Highway; and fi-
nally from Bothell to Snoho-
mish for a group lunch and 
shopping. 

 

Our club also participated in 
the Greenwood Car Show, the 

Although PSVSA, the local 
chapter of Volvo Sports 
America, has been around for 
10 years, we just changed it to 
an official membership chap-
ter last fall w ith initial dues of 
$10.00 per year.  With all that 
we wanted to do to improve 
the chapter, we had to have a 
way to raise money to cover 

our costs.  Our website alone 
costs $120 per year.  Mailings, 
raffle prizes, free drinks, etc. 
all add up and are costs that 
neither Gary or I could cover.  
We truly appreciate those of 
you that joined in 2003 and 
2004 and hope that you’l l be 
renewing your membership 
for the next year.  We cur-

rently have 45 members but 
could sure use more!  If you 
know of anyone w ith an old 
Volvo, give them our website 
information or  give us their  
name and number so we can 
contact them.  Thanks for your 
support!!     Gail & Gary 

By Gail Ritchie 

 

Since Gary Ramstad and I 
joined forces in November of 
2003, we’ve made some dra-
matic changes to PSVSA.  
Gary has coordinated our lo-
cal chapter for the last 10 
years, virtual ly by himself.   

 

I was able to bring some com-
puter skil ls and time to the 
position of Assistant Coordi-
nator and have thoroughly 
enjoyed getting involved in 
PSVSA, meeting other mem-
bers and doing all the “ office 
stuff” . 

 

We have an official name and 
a new logo.  We also  have a 
PSVSA website that is up-
dated regularly, email and 
postcard mailers for every 
event and  regular updates to 
our event schedule. 

 

Big Changes to Your Local VSA Chapter Over the Last Year 

PSVSA Now a Membership Chapter 
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pared to the 122s.  It’s 500 
pounds lighter,”  said Ram-
stad. 

 

On a demonstration ride up 
a steep hill near his Lake 
Forest Park home, Ramstad 
floored the gas pedal, the 
speedometer shot up to 50 in 
a 25-mile-an-hour residential 
street. 

 

“ I don’t always go that fast.  
I’m just showing you how 
fast it is,” , Ramstad says 
w ith a grin. 

 

The engines of the two old 
Volvos are most user 
friendly compared to mod-
ern automobiles. 

 

“ It’s a simple technology.  
What can go wrong w ith the 
car?  This engine is one of 
the most dependable,”  Ram-
stad says as he shows off the 
122s. 

 

H is regular car is a 1978 242 
DL Volvo w ith a faded paint 
job and a “ new”  trunk lid he 
found in a scrap yard for 
$30. 

 

“ It’s not worth anything, but 
it’s dependable and number 
one in safety,”  Ramstad 
says. 

 

The 242 has two 100,000 mile 
badges on the grill.  The 
badges are given away to 
Volvo owners each time 
they add 100,000 miles to 
their odometers. 

(continued on page 6) 

By Dean Wong, Ballard 
Tribute.  Reprinted w ithout 
permission as they never 
returned my phone call. 

 

A  sign in Gary Ramstad’s 
garage reads “ Volvo Parking 
Only,”  which is quite appro-
priate since he owns four of 
the Swedish made automo-
biles. 

 

Since he is retired, he has 
plenty of time on his hands 
to tinker w ith his cars.  Ram-
stad has turned his love for 
the sturdy cars into a pas-
sionate hobby.  Now he is 
the vice president of the na-
tional Volvo Sports Club of 
America. 

 

H is first Volvo was a 1960 
544.  “ It always brought us 
back home.  It was so reli-
able,”  Ramstad said, recall-
ing many family trips in the 
old fashioned vehicle. 

 

H is favorite car is a 1967 
122s Volvo, considered a 
rare classic by collectors.  He 
bought the car in 1969 w ith 
only 16,500 miles on it. 

 

The 122s was used for com-
muting to work, going to 
night classes, family camp-
ing vacations, soccer car-
pools in addition to football 
and baseball games w ith his 
two kids.  It even used to 
tow a 21-foot sailboat. 

 

When Ramstad retired in 
2004 he began restoring the 
122s back to its original con-
dition.  The work included 
rebuilding the engine and 

transmission.  He also did 
body work, gave it a new 
paint job, repaired the inte-
rior, added a new front 
w indshield and chromed the 
bumpers. 

 

The car’s license plates, floor 
mats, seats, center console, 
Volvo AM/ FM radio, 
gauges and clock are all 
original.  He now has 
198,000 miles on the odome-
ter. 

 

“ They’re fun to work on.  
Restoring them is my hobby.  
They are easy to fix.  You 
can fix it yourself,”  Ramstad 
said. 

 

Ramstad also has a bright 
red 1962 544.  “ I have 
worked on this car for 19 
years.  I have fixed every-
thing on it.  It’s just tempera-
mental,”  he says. 

 

Last week Ramstad took the 
544 to Pacific Raceways.  On 
the way back, the float in the 
carburetor got stuck.  As 
usual, the Volvo brought 
him back home. 

 

He purchased the 544 after 
his 41st birthday.  He calls it 
his “ mid-life crisis car.”  

 

Powered by a B20 engine 
w ith a mild cam, 1800 B20 
head and exhaust manifold, 
to go w ith a 67”  header ex-
haust pipe the car can go 
pretty fast.  The rebuilt en-
gine only has 700 miles on it. 

 

“ The 544 is a hot rod com-

Sweet, Swede ride:  Gary Ramstad’s Volvo obsession 
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By Gail Ritchie 

This year’s Greenwood Car 
show brought out nine mem-
bers and their cars for a beauti-
ful, sunny day on the streets of 
Seattle. 

 

We parked next to the Puget 
Sound VCOA club so we had 
quite a row of classic Volvos 
for folks to see. 

 

This was my first Greenwood 
show and I was amazed at how 
many people participated and 
how many people attended the 
show to see all the beautiful 
cars.  I was also very impressed 

with the organizers and what a 
good job they did in setting the 
thing up and keeping everyone 
under control for the day. 

 

I was also surprised at the inter-
est in our old Volvos as most of 
the cars at the show were 
“American Muscle Cars”.  We 
were also lucky to have my 
favorite car of the entire show 
park next to us, the turquoise T-
Bird shown in the photo. 

 

This was so much fun—come 
and join us next year!!! 

and I followed on Friday.  
The Kauffman's in their 
1800ES and me follow ing in 
my 1800S over the North 
Cascades H ighway.  A l-
though I've lived here all my 
life, I had never traveled this 
beautiful highway across the 
Cascade Mountains.  If you 
haven't taken this trip, 
please do.  It's incredibly 
beautiful and a very pleas-
ant drive.  (cont. on page  4) 

By Gail Ritchie 

Although we had a small 
contingent from PSVSA, 
those of us that went to 
Osoyoos, BC for the week-
end event had a wonderful 
time. 
 
Gary and Myrna Ramstad 
drove up in their new Volvo 
on Thursday so they could 
participate in the w inery 
tour on Friday.  The 

Osoyoos area is famous for 
it's w ineries and they visited 
a number of local w ineries.  
One of the w ineries I 
stopped by on Saturday said 
they had around 250 visitors 
per day during the summer 
months!!   Luckily the day of 
the tour wasn't too warm as 
they traveled in a school bus 
w ith no air conditioning. 
 
Greg and Tam Kauffman 

and their car clubs.  This was 
very disappointing for  eve-
ryone in attendance that day 
and for our 10th anniversary 
at the Pacific Raceways 
track. 
 
Many cars left early not stay-
ing for the best races after 
lunch which included the 
1972 CAN-AM 500 cubic 
inch, Black Lola framed 
“ Shadow”  which  
(continued on page 7) 

By Gary Ramstad 
After months of planning, 
the 10th Anniversary of our 
PSVSA Car Corral at  
Pacific Raceways arrived on 
a cloudy, then sunny 72 de-
gree day.  We had 16  
Classic Volvos displayed on 
the grass near the grand-
stands for all race fans  
to view. A ll the drivers and 
their Volvos were ready to 
go for the 12:00 PM  
noon parade laps around the 
race track.  We were just 

waiting for the last  
race of the day just before 
the noon lunch break.  Sud-
denly,  a racing  driver on 
the straight away spun out 
and crashed into the cement 
barrier  sending the driver to 
the hospital and destroying 
his car.  It took the  
SOVREN track crew the en-
tire lunch hour to clean up 
the mess of oil and debris on 
the race track.  Then all pa-
rade laps were canceled for 
over 160  anxious drivers 

Pacific Raceways Northwest Historic Races—July 4, 2004 

Volvos in Osoyoos—September 10-11, 2004 

2004 Greenwood Car Show 
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1994 Pacific Raceways 

PSVSA Participates for the 
10th year in a row at  
Pacific Raceway Historics. 

Osoyoos, BC, Canada 



before hitting the road to 
return home.  We again 
traveled the North Cas-
cades Highway and 
stopped in Winthrop for a 
bit of shopping 
 
Although a lot of driving 
and a short weekend, we 
had a wonderful time and 
would all do it again.  En-
joy the photos and think 
about going two years 
from now when the VCBC 
will most l ikely hold an-
other "Volvos in Osoyoos" 
event. 
 
 
www.volvoclubofbc.com 
 

Gregg Morris, BC Chapter 
President 
Email: grmorris@moody.
bc.ca 

We took our time leaving 
Burlington at about 9:30 
and arrived in Osoyoos 
(just across the border 
from Orovil le) at about 
4:30.  We made a couple of 
scenic stops and a lunch 
stop in Winthrop. 
 
Friday evening was a small 
reception in a room at the 
Holiday Inn in Osoyoos 
where we met other atten-
dees and had a bite to eat.  
There were a couple of 
guys from Oregon and two 
other couples from Wash-
ington State.  The Volvo 
Club of BC had quite a few 
raffle items that were 
given away. 
 
Saturday was a guided 
drive (88 miles) of local 
roads east of Oroville.  I 
believe about 30 cars went 
on the drive.  I elected not 
to participate due to all the 
driving the day before.  
The Ramstads went back 
over the border to visit an 
old friend while I just 
drove a little around the 
Osoyoos area.  Greg and 
Tam went on the drive and 

had a great time.  They 
stopped in some little old 
town and the local histori-
cal society ladies made 
lunch for the group.  The 
Kauffman's had a little car 
trouble (alternator light 
coming on) and were abso-
lutely amazed at all the 
help they had from other 
group members.  One guy 
even offered a new alterna-
tor that he just happened 
to have on him if needed! 
 
After the drive, everyone 
met at Haynes Point Park 
to hang out and talk Vol-
vos for a couple of hours.  
We then "cleaned up" and 
went to the Osoyoos Golf 
and Country Club for din-
ner, video show, People's 
Choice Awards from the 
car show and more raffle 
items.  The golf club did a 
very nice job.  We lucked 
out that that night was also 
the member appreciate 
banquet so the eats were 
very good! 
 
Sunday morning we re-
turned to the Golf Club for 
a very nice buffet breakfast 

from October through 
March at 10am at the Third 
Place Bookstore, 17171 
Bothell Way NE at the 
Lake Forest Park Towne 
Center (upper mall) at the 
intersection of Bothell Way 
and Ballinger Way, north 
end of Lake Washington..  

Contact Gary if you want 
to participate. 

By Gail Ritchie 
Gary Ramstad, being a re-
tired guy now, couldn’t 
stand the thought of going 
three months without 
PSVSA activities during 
the winter months.  So he 
came up with the PSVSA 
Volvo GT Club.  GT 
standing for “ gray top”  as 
in retired, old guys that 

want nothing else but to 
get together with other old 
gray-haired guys and talk 
about their Volvos.  How-
ever, the “ club”  is open to 
anyone that is available to 
attend during the week. 

 

The meets are held the first 
Wednesday of the month 

PSVSA “Volvo GT Club” 

Volvos in Osoyoos (continued) 
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Greg & Tam Kauffman at Golden Gardens 
meet.  Greg & Tam are our most loyal 
“Cruising Club” participants having 
missed only one cruise in 2004! 

Can your old Volvo do this? 

Kauffman’s 1972 1800ES 

Chris Humberson’s 1966 1800S 



meet new and old friends 
for a fun Volvo event. 

7. VSA Club liability insur-
ance for all members 
attending both national 
and local meets. 

8. VSA coverage of the 
Vintage Volvo Racing 
scene by the five-time 
Volvo Historic Racing 
Champion, Duane   
Matejka, writing  his col-
umn “Past the Red Line”  
in VSA Magazine with 
Volvo performance tips. 

9. VSA Technical and res-
toration assistance from 
other members that also 
provide camaraderie for 
VSA Volvo owners. 

10. VSA Volvo swap meets, 
car shows, technical 
seminars, cruises to at-
tend with other local club 
members and other fun 
events. 

By Gary Ramstad 

 

Founded in 1976, Volvo 
Sports America (VSA) pro-
vides many services to it’s 
members.  Here is what I 
came up with his top ten rea-
sons for being a member: 

 

1. As a VSA member, you 
belong to the best vin-
tage Volvo organization 
in the world, sharing 
your passion with others 
for older Volvos. 

2. VSA Magazine, two- 
time winner of the 
Golden Quill Award, is 
published four times 
each year with features 
including restoration arti-
cles, event coverage, 
photos, local chapter 
news and information to 
entertain you. 

3. VSA club members re-
ceive discounts from 

both Volvo dealers and 
after-market suppliers for 
new and obsolete Volvo 
parts, plus information 
resources for hard to find 
parts and Volvo service 
garages that deal with 
vintage Volvo repairs. 

4. A VSA web-site that 
features both a current 
national and local Volvo 
events calendar, on-line 
help forums, photo gal-
lery and national chapter 
information for new and 
current VSA members. 

5. Many VSA national and 
international chapters to 
join and participate in 
club activities and 
events. 

6. Annual VSA east and 
west  coast national 
meets to attend with a 
concours style car show 
judging, technical semi-
nars, parts swap area.  
It’s also a great place to 

We need a name for our 
newsletter.  “ PSVSA Voy-
ager”  is a temporary name 
so we had something to 
put at the top of our first 
issue.   

 

Gary and Gail wil l select 
the winning entry and the 
winner will receive free 
dues for 2 years!  Maybe 
not a big deal to you—but 
it’s a big deal to a club 
with less than 50 members 

that charges only $10 per 
year for dues! 

 

So, put on your creative 
hats and let’s come up 
with a great name for our 
newsletter.   

 

You can email your idea 
to lakejoygirl@yahoo.
com, mail to Gail Ritchie, 
10649 E Lake Joy DR NE,  

 

Newsletter Naming Contest      

Ten Reasons to Join VSA (or to renew your membership) 
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George Tanzen’s 1800 ES 

www.vsa.org 

Gail Ritchie’s 1969 1800s 

Carnation, WA  98014 or call 
me at 425/ 788-7689. 
 
Contest ends January 31, 2005. 



house.  The walls are cov-
ered with Volvo artwork, 
Volvo gril les and emblems. 
 
“ This is a Volvo garage.  
This is my office.  There is 
a refrigerator, cable televi-
sion and music,”  he says as 
smooth jazz comes out of 
the speakers. 
 
Ramstad takes his cars to 
many  car shows around 
the Northwest.  Most of the 
comments about the util i-
tarian designed Volvos 
come from the ladies. 
 
“ Women say, I used to 
have a car l ike this.  I wish 
I never got rid of it.  They 
go nuts,”  says Ramstad. 
         
One time an older Scandi-
navian man told Ramstad 
he owned a Volvo just l ike 
his when he was a young 
man in Norway. 
 
“ Seattle is Volvo town.  
There are so may Scandi-
navians, especially in Bal-
lard, who drive Volvos,”  
says Ramstad. 
         
                

Ramstad has met New 
York resident Irv Gordon, 
perhaps the most famous 
Volvo owner of all time. 

 

When Gordon first bought 
his 1966 P18 (should be 
1800s) sports car, the 
dealer told him to come 
back for service after he 
logged the first 1,500 miles. 

 

When Gordon passed 
1,000,000 miles, Volvo 
gave him a brand new car 
for free.  After passing two 
mill ion miles on the P18, 
Volvo gave him another 
car. 

 

Volvo estimated Gordon 
sat in the driver’s seat of 
the P18 a total of eleven 
years to accumulate that 
mileage. 

 

Safety is one reason people 
buy Volvos.  Ramstad had 
a 1966 122s that was to-
taled in a car accident on 
Holman Road. 

 

He said a fisherman was 
driving too fast and 
rammed into Ramstad 

from the rear, throwing the 
front seat forward.  The 
car’s old style seat belts 
saved him from serious 
injury. 

 
One drawback of the old 
Volvo designs are small 
tail l ights. 
 
“ I worry about people hit-
ting the car.  You really 
have to watch it,”  Ramstad 
says. 
 
His wife prefers driving 
their  2000 Volvo S40 with 
all the bells and whistles of 
modern technology. 
 
“ My wife does not l ike old 
cars.  There’s no air condi-
tioning, it’s noisy, but 
they’re old cars,”  he said. 
 
Ramstad’s fourth Volvo is 
a 1978 245 station wagon 
he keeps for hauling large 
items.  He says the wagon 
is too handy to get rid of. 
 
“ The new 2000 S40, you 
can’t put anything in it,”  
he said. 
 
As a Volvo buff, Ramstad 
prefers hanging out in his 
garage to being in the 

Sweet, Swede ride:  (continued) 
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There was lots of Volvo 
talk in the parking lot and 
a crowd surrounded Terry  
Erickson’s new $700 pur-
chase of an original 1970 
1800E he plans to restore  
this Winter 2004-2005. 
 
This was a great Viking 
Day in Ballard and Golden 
Gardens Park for our club  
and maybe next time I wil l 
be able to leave the parking 
lot of Volvos and  
actually see and walk 
around this beautiful park 
on Puget Sound!  Thanks  
Gail for a great new loca-
tion and day!   
 
         
                

By Gary Ramstad 
 
After ten years of Volvo 
Sports America Puget 
Sound Chapter Swap 
Meets at  Magnuson Park 
on Lake Washington,  it 
was time for a change of 
scenery and a different lo-
cation.  Gail Ritchie came 
up with a new idea of 
Golden Gardens,  
a City of Seattle Park in 
Ballard and near Puget 
Sound.  So we picked a  
very late October 24th Sun-
day date hoping for a clear 
weather day. 
 
When Sunday October 
24th day arrived it was a 
clear  and sunny 53 degree 
day and just plain beauti-
ful at Golden Gardens 

Park on Shilshole Bay.  We 
had 18  
PSVSA club members in 
attendance and nine old 
Volvos on display.  We 
even drew some old Mus-
cle cars owners who 
stopped by to inspect our 
Volvos while cruising the 
park. The Ballard Mallard 
Ducks were all around us 
looking for a good Volvo 
food handout, so next time 
we need to bring some 
food. 
 
Gail set up a table and or-
ganized a PSVSA Raffle 
that day which brought in  
over $30.00 for our PSVSA 
Club to help pay for  a 
small portion of the  
expenses for 2004 and 
2005. 

First Fall PSVSA Swap Meet at Golden Gardens Park       

Congratulations to 

PSVSA member, Jerry 

Palfenier from Aloha, 

OR who won first place 

in the Masters Class for 

1800 Coupes at the 

October VCOA West 

Coast Meet in  his 1971 

1800 E. 
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was clocked on the track at over 
160 mph!  This was fastest, loudest 
H istoric race car that Sunday for 
its w ild exhibition race against the 
race track clock. 
 
What a very fast, exciting racing 
machine to watch going around 
the track.  
 

Steve Tomcal, who also left early 

should have stayed because 
he won an award in the car 
show.   
 
Steve is the  second owner of 
his original red 1800E Volvo 
and won 2nd place over 70 
to 80 other cars in the car 
corral for Best Original 
1970S car.   
 

He took home a  nice en-
graved brass, wooden 
plague for his efforts that 
day.  Congratulations 
again, Steve! 
 
We w ill be back again 
next year 2005, so see you 
at Pacific Raceways Track  
in July! 

Pacific Raceways—continued 



good.  Additionally, we have a 
paid advertisers page that helps 
support the cost of the website 
each year. 

 

We try very hard to keep the 
site up to date and interesting to 
the members but are always 
open to suggestions on how to 
improve it. 

 

Make sure to also check out the 
newly renovated VSA website.  
It’ s so much better than before.  
www.vsa.org. 

 

Gail Ritchie, Webmaster 

Our website, www.psvsa.org 
was developed in the fall of 
2003 and has been greatly en-
hanced and enlarged over the 
following 12 months.  While 
not a professionally done web-
site (we can’t afford that), we 
feel that it does a good job of 
representing the Club and clas-
sic Volvos. 

 

We try to include photos and an 
article from all of our events in 
an attempt to inspire more of 
you to attend.   

 

Our events are casual and fun 
but we’d sure like to see more 
of you attend. 

We could use some input from 

the members about what you 
would like to see on our web-
site and would be happy to 
publish your photos and espe-
cially tech tips. 

 

Our site includes a “Trading 
Post”  which has been pretty 
quiet this past year.  We’d love 
to have more ads (they’ re free!) 
for cars and parts for sale or 
cars/parts wanted to buy.  Some 
of our members have a lot of 
parts and you may find what 
you need if you have us post an 
ad for you. 

 

We have a page devoted to 
links to other classic Volvo 
sites, may of which are very 

PSVSA Website Offers Articles, Photos, Tech Tips and More       

The car club in Washington 
for owners of classic Volvos. 

Gary Ramstad, Chapter 
Coordinator, VSA National Vice 

President and VSA National 
Chapter Liaison 

Phone: 206/365-6913 
Email: ramslfp@hotmail.com 

Gail Ritchie, Assistant Chapter 
Coordinator, Cruising Club 
Coordinator and Webmaster 

Phone:  425/788-7689 
Email:  lakejoygirl@yahoo.com 

PSVSA 
5115 NE 188th 

Seattle, WA  98155-3014 
PSVSA Tentative Event Schedule for 2005 

 
This is just to give you an idea of the events we have scheduled for the upcoming year.  We’re still 
working on the schedule. 
 
January                    Volvo GT Club Meeting 
 
February                  PSVSA/X-Ray Auto open house at X-Ray Auto in Ballard 
                                Volvo GT Club Meeting 
 
March                      Cruising Club Event 
                                Volvo GT Club Meeting 
 
April                        Meet and tailgate parts swap 
                                Cruising Club Event 
 
May                         IPD Garage Sale 
                                X-Ray Auto 3rd anniversary open house for customers and PSVSA members 
                                Cruising Club Event 
 
June                         Old Ford Picnic and car show 
                                Cruising Club Event 
                                Greenwood Car show 
 
July                         Pacific Raceways Car Corral 
                                Cruising Club Event 
 
August                     PSVSA Beach Party 
                                Cruising Club Event 
 
September                Cruising Club Event 
 
October                    Meet and tailgate parts swap 
                                Volvo GT Club Meeting 
 
November                Volvo GT Club Meeting 
 
December                Volvo GT Club Meeting 

Attention Members:  We’ re 
looking for new ideas for cruis-
ing club trips and meet ideas.  
We’ re open to any and all sug-
gestions and would love to have 
more members attend our func-
tions.  We want to have func-
tions that you all enjoy and will 
attend so let us know what you 
want to see the club involved in! 
 
Thanks 
Gary and Gail 
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