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1995—2005
PSVSA is ceébrating it's 10th
year thisyear! Gary Ramstad
has served as this chapter’s
coordinator from the start and is
responsible for this being one of
the best chaptersin the country.

VSA, thenational clubiscele-
brating it's 30th year in 2006
so look for a special event
next year to celebrate that
anniversary.
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Congratulations again to
our Oregon member, Jerry
Palfenier, who won FIRST
Place, 1970-1980 vintage, at
Pacific Raceways Vintage
Historics Car Corral on
Sunday, uly 3rd. Hewas
up against some pretty
great cars and it’s fantastic
that the judges picked a
Volvo. How often does that

happen?

We may need to leave this
section of the newsletter
reserved for Jerry from now
on.

Jerry again drove all the
way from Portland to at-
tend the event. He com-
ment was “well this

FRANddta HsNawvNare

Thank you to those members
who submitted suggestions
for our newsletter name.

Unfortunately, no one sent in
any votes asrequested in the

FBAlsLodirngfar

PSVSA isshrinking a little
with some members not re-
newing their membership
after numerous reminders.
Additionally, we have had
trouble locating new members
even with all the Volvos
around the greater Puget
Sound area.

We need to increase our mem-
bership in order to be able to
afford to communicate (by
mail, newsletter, etc), and to
purchase things for the club
(banner, office supplies for
printing cards, brochures, etc.)

last newsletter.

S0, at Pacific Raceways, where
we had our largest turn-out so

far, we took a vote and selected

the name “ Swedish Iron

Talk up the club with anyone

you know or meet that owns a

classic Volvo. If you have a
Volvo parts, service or dealer-
ship that you use, ask them if
they would like to advertise
with us.

Advertising is $25.00 per year
(cheap) and they get space on
our website and in our news-
letter. Ask your service pro-
vider(s) if we could display
our brochure at their facility.
We'll mail them our new bro-
chure that many of you saw at
Greenwood & Pacific Race-

makes the trip worthwhile”.

Thanks for representing our
Club so well at Pacific Race-
ways!

Gary & Gail

Review”. Wefeel it “tellsit
all” about our cars.

We hope you like the new
name for our newsletter!!!

MreMbas&Adatisas

ways.

We'll provide memberswith
brochures to hand out when
you come across an interested
potential member or adver-
tiser. Cal Gail at 425/ 788-7689
or email: lakejoy-
girl@ahoo.com

Thanks for your support and
help in getting us more mem-
bers and sponsors.
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By Gary Ramstad

It all happened in the past 20
years of my Volvo life. | can
now look back at organizing
my first Volvo swap meet in
the year of 1985.

| attended many early street
rod car showsasaVolvo
owner and new chapter coor-
dinator for Volvo Sports
America. | studied how the
shows were organized and
which weekends were the best
and worst throughout the
short car show calendar here
in the Pacific Northwest.

Many of my Volvo friends
thought | was crazy with my
attention to the local N orth-
west street rod car scenein
1985, but | still loved attend-
ing these shows and swap
meets. It was always fun see-
ing so many of the old re-
stored cars at these events
with all their large, old
chromegrillsand trim that |
continue to enjoy today.

In my first attempts at orga-
nizing Volvo swap meets and
car shows, we held them on
Saturdays. It then dawned
on methat it was a changing
world and many people were
working on Saturdays, so |
shifted the Volvo meets from
to Sundays and now called
them “Volvo Sundays.”

After establishing the new
“Volvo Sundays,” the next

battle | faced was the time
frame for these Volvo meets. |
started with Sunday mornings
10:00 AM to 3:00 PM in the
early 1990's but | was shot
down by many early morning
church attendees. | finally
went with the 12:00 to 4:00 PM
time frame for the “Volvo
Sundays’ swap meets. | even
had a Volvo owner complain
that he could not attend my
swap meets at 12:00 PM be-
cause hewasstill in church. |
suggested that he bring a
change of clothesin his Volvo
to attend our meets. This was
the end of thisearly 1990's
thinking for my “Volvo Sun-
days” swap meets about 1995!

With many years of planning
and working with different
calendar dates | finally found
my “ Secret to Success.”
“Volvo Sundays” are now
always on the third Sunday of
the calendar month with the
exceptions of Father’'s Day in
June, and sometimes Easter
Sunday.

Next, | organized the Volvo
swap meets on the basis of
three elements (1) the date, (2)
locations providing free park-
ing (3) and access to rest-
rooms, the most important
thing for Volvo people after
traveling along distance to a
Volvo meet!

Now, with an established
yearly schedule for twenty
years, | have had fun times at
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these relaxed, Volvo swap
meets in the Pacific Northwest
rain and sun. | think the most
enjoyment is meeting so many
new VSA Volvo Club friends,
the camaraderie among us,
and the ideas shared about
restoring our old Volvos.

| also have to admit the best
Volvo parts swap dealsin this
Volvo world for me were: four
new 1967 122Shubcaps from
the Goodwill priced at $1.99
each or areal $200 value,
which | traded arare 1956
Volvo hood bird for with an
Volvo mechanic friend; an
IPD new header for 544/ 122
$25; Mallory dual point Dis-
tributor with new points for
$22; 1980 new 242GT silver
front spoiler for $50. | can go
on, but I think you get the
idea about these “Volvo Sun-
days” swap meetsin your
local VSA Chapter

Today, | find the best two
times for Volvo Swap Meets
arein early April and late
October. These spring and fall
Swap meets are the ones |
studied years ago in 1985 from
the street rodders. We can
always learn from other car
clubs.

| have wanted to write this
“Volvo Sundays” article for
years, and | hope you enjoy
theinformation from my past
VSA swap meets.

Hy, Gusrgiskun!

Polishing of
all Metals

Custom
Plating

or

ELECTRO PLATING & ANODIZING - 1980 - LTD.
Les Miller

Owner

17515 - 56A Avenue
Surrey, B.C. V35 1G2

Tel: 604-574-5014
Fax: 604-576-1946

By Gail Ritchie

If you haven’t been on a
PSVSA Classic Cruising Club
cruiseyet, you should. We
always have agood time
getting our Volvos out on the
road. Wedrive beautiful

back roads whenever possible
So we can enjoy the lovely
Pacific NW scenery as much
aspossible If you can't make
it this year, giveit atry next
season. You'll enjoy it!!

Zion Lutheran Church Est. in 1884

in thetown of Slvania, WA



Seve Hutchen's, the originator
and coordinator of the first West
Coast PV Festival .

PVslined up at Steve's upper
shop/ garage in Bellingham.

PVson theroad.

PVs Opened up for viewing.

Kristine

R/sfrandnkadHl's\iew

By John Kendall, Owner of a
1963 PV 444

PV’'s—Private View

The aging Swedesrolled over
the back roads of northwest
Washington that Saturday in
July. Asmany as 13 were
gawked during the first-ever
PV fest.

PV stands for personvagn,
people carrier in Swedish.
While that designation was
used as early as 1927, Volvo
used it for PV 444 (1944-1958)
and PV544 (1958-1965). The
444s were introduced to the
American market in 1955.

Both models followed the
same basic body style--a clear
copy of the Ford sedans of the
‘40s--and these days that only
addsto their appeal. “It looks
likea ‘48 Ford,” observed a
Volvo ad in the 1960s. “We
spent 24 years perfecting the
544 and we're not about to
tamper with it for the sake of
style.”

To me, the PV hasthe myste-
rious allure of Greta Garbo
with theretro appeal of
ABBA. Owners agree on its
strong points: quality, espe-
cially mechanical parts, and
simplicity, especially the spar-
tan design. Asanother owner,
Gil Stuart, pointed out, “ A
person with nominal skills
and equipment can com-
pletely master the machine.”
Headmired his 444 for its
“Viking brute strength.”

According to Consumer Re-
portsin 1962, " If the rest of
the Volvo 544 were as old-
fashioned as its body lines, the
car could serve as an owner’s
membership card to an an-
tique-car club. In fact, how-
ever, the Volvo mechanism is
thoroughly modern.”

For Gary Ramstad, owning a
544 is alove-hate relationship.
Ramstad bought one in 1965,
which he sold four years later.
He bought another Volvo,
then in 1985 bought a 544 with
its “on-going restoration.”
“This PV 544 named
“Kristine” isfast and loves to
run at high speeds on the free-
way without an overdrive.
It’s like a ‘Fast Woman on
Wheels Experience.’ "After
driving “Kristine” for about
30 minutes, areal change hap-
pens, and the Driver and
Volvo become one as Man and
Machine". | named
“Kristine” after the horror
movie "Christine” by John
Carpenter in the 1980s, since |
think this Volvo has her own
mind at times. It hasalways
been alove and hate relation-
ship between us for the past
20 years!”

One 544 owner also has a
sporty, sleek P1800. Both
Volvos are parked at his busi-
ness, and he said that the 1800
getsaquick glimpse, while
the 544 gets the most atten-
tion.

The PV Fest was the brain-
child of Steve Hutchens of
Bellingham. Gregg Morris
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from the Volvo Club of BD
assisted but due to back prob-
lems, hewas unable to partici-
pate. Seve offered his home
and yard as base for the festi-
val and did most of the work
to make this festival happen.

Olof Malmberg of Delta, B.C.,
estimates there are as many as
25 PVsin the British Colum-
bia-Washington area. Hope-
fully more will roll during a
second PV Fest..

PV’'s—Public View

PV owners are used to it.
When parking, driving or at
the gas station, there arethe
looks, hand gestures, quick
comments or just awordless
stare capped by radiant smile.
To those of a certain age, it's
probably a nanosecond of
nostalgia--a flashback ,
whether they owned a 544 or
not. To those younger, it'sjust
an old-looking car with classic
lines.

Here, in no special order, are
the most typical reactions:
“Nice car!” mostly from men
“Cute car!” mostly from
women

“You rock!” kids, of course
Thumbs-up gesture

Thumb and forefinger make a
circle, acomplimentary ges-
ture

“What year isit?’

“My used to
have one.



“On the Road” photostaken
at or near the Mosquito lake
Road bridge just south of the
town of Van Zandt on Hwy 9.

R/redive

By Dick Libby

The Bellingham, WA. PV
FEST (uly I15-17) was a
smashing success, bringing
together members of Puget
Sound Volvo Club of Amer-
ica (PSVCOA), Volvo Sports
America (PSVSA), and the
Volvo Club of B.C.

(VCBC). (Some participants
weremembersof all 3
clubs). 16 PV cars partici-
pated and afew 122's.

Organizer Steve Hutchens
and spouse, Celia Obrecht
opened their home to all and
treated uslike family, begin-
ning with Friday's delightful
barbecue. We shared pho-
tos, stories, and confessed
our obsessions.

On Saturday thelong line of
PV's (mostly 544's) cruising
scenic country roadswas
awesome, often roller coast-
ing along and dovetailing
right and left--pure poetry in
motion.

Wecircled lakeswith se-
cluded cabins--just like rural
Sweden! Pedestrians often
waved at our entourage--a
great desire was detected in
their eyesat such a

sight. We had only one ma-
jor breakdown, requiring a
new distributor.

At the banquet, afree round
of drinkswas provided by
Fred DeBoer of Aldergrove,
BC (hewas unableto attend
but still contributed to our
merriment).

Every driver received a PV
FEST bottle of winewith a
special 544 label which
warned "do not use as cool-
ant."

Thelong distance driving
award was an ornateice
bucket reportedly used to
cool champagne when
Volvo'sfactory celebrated
production of the last 544 in
October, 1965.

SedshironRviev

That award went to Rob and
Janet Schwieger who came
450 miles from Crawford
Bay, BC.

Other awardswere hand-
crafted brooms, 544 models,
T-shirts, 544 parts, etc.

We reflected in detail on
why these old classics ap-
peal so much--the passion
was undeniable (some even
carried 544 photosin wallets
alongside their family).

Such an event celebrating
PV's has never been held in
the Northwest. Asthe
week-end cameto aclose
therewasthe sentiment that
"it doesn't get any better
than this."

PVs at Bay View State Park looking across Puget Sound to the City of Anacortes.



Bob Hemion taking a
picturein hissideview
mirror of Gail Ritchie
taking apicture of the
group lined up to go out
on thetrack.

4th time our PSVSA Club
as participated as a group
at the Greenwood Car
Show.

“Look at all those nice Volvos

over there’ wasthe comment

that Gary heard the most that
day.

SedshironRviev
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By Gail Ritchie

Thiswas my first time attending

the Car Corral at Pacific Race-
ways Vintage Historics Races
and I'm really glad | went. We
had areally good time!

We had an excellent turnout of

members. The following brought

and displayed their cars:

Dick Libby, Steve Tomcal, Bob
Hemion, Mike Mauer, Gail

Ritchie (the only female driver of

course), Brian Fetters, Jerry
Palfenier, Greg Kauffman, Gary
Ramstad and John Swenson.
Larry Goetz had wanted to at-

tend but was stuck in Russia
on business.

There were 2 1800E, 3 1800ES,
11800S, 1 PV544,1122S 1
123GT and 1 145. Quitea
great selection of beautiful old
Volvosto see.

We set up our table with our
new PSVSA banner and new
brochures and had quite a few
visitorsto our areawhich was

right along the race course.

There were lots of display

booths and food vendors that

wereright near the Corral.
Pacific Raceways and

SOVREN did areally great job

putting this together.

Our only complaint was that
wedidn’t get to go FAST dur-
ing our parade laps. Maybe
next year.

For those of you that haven’t
attended, thisisafun event
for the whole family. It's a bit
loud so ear plugs are desir-
able.

Think about attending next
year.

13hAmd Geawod Gr Sov—Jlure 5 AAb

By Gail Ritchie

We had alovely day to bein
Seattle for the Greenw ood Car
show. We only had four cars
on display along with our
table, banner and new bro-
chures, but we were busy
much of the time talking to
people about the Club and
about their old Volvo memo-
ries.

We had many more visitorsto
our areathis year than last
which made us all feel good.

Gary Ramstad, Dick Libby,
Robert Rosen and myself (the
only female driver again!)
attended and enjoyed the day
that went by very fast for all
of uswith so many people
stopping by to see our cars.

Again, we had a good repre-
sentation of models with
Dick’s PV544, Gary’s lovely
122S, Robert’'s really yellow
1800ESand my Champagne
1800S.

| enjoyed this event for my
second year in arow and will
be attending in the future.
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V¢ Nssd Your Feedoadk

We want to provide you with
the kind of events that you
want to attend.

Thisyear we scheduled 8

cruises, 3 car shows plus the
PV Festival, 3 meet/ tailgate
parts swap get togethers and
the Volvo GT Club meetings
in the off season. Quitealot

Wites\Vérted!

Wewould loveto have our
members contribute to our
future newsletters and en-
courage you to submit your
stories, photos, etc.

We areinterested in amazing

A180Jurey

By Gail Ritchie

I've always loved cars, the
older—the better. Back in the
60'sand 70's, | could name
every car on theroad which
was pretty good for a girl.

My godmother, now 86, intro-
duced me to my first 1800 in
1965 when she bought a brand
new one at age 46. Her first

sports car had been a Sunbeam.

Shedroveit asadaily driver
for 8 years before selling it to
mein 1973 for alot less than it
wasworth. My clunker car
wasthe 1/ 4 down payment
needed to get aloan to buy a
$1,200 car. It came with brand
new Pirelli tires with two more
studded ones mounted on
wheels in the trunk.

Boy did | love that car. | drove
it daily for 10 years before get-
ting a second car to giveita
break. After happily owning it
for 12 years, | had to sell it due
to unemployment, a mistake |
will never do again asit was 15

of events!

However, we do have mem-
bersthat haven't attended
many of these events.

We want to provide events
that appeal to everyone and to
get some of you membersto
attend that haven't in the

adventure tales, technical
tips, frustration tips, anything
that would interest other
classic Volvo lovers.

Send your articles to Gary or
Galil. If they seem a good fit,

years before | could buy
another one.

My 1969 1800S came into my
life shortly after both my
parentsdied. Atthetimel
thought it would make me
feel better but it didn’t and it
spent most of itstimein the
garage.

It wasin pretty bad shape
and needed alot of work
which has continued for the
past Syears. I've now put
into it twice what | paid for
it. Sound familiar?

In November of 2003 | got
involved in PSVSA and my
car has been out of the ga-
rage and on theroad ever
since.

Although it still needs a lot
of work to make it “ show
quality”, it’sin much better
shape than when | got it and
I'vereceived an enormous
amount of help and advice
from Club members.

past.

We need your feedback.
What was fun, what wasn’t so
great and what you'd like to
see usto next year. Don’t be
shy—Ilet usknow how we're
doing.

Gary & Gail

you'll seethem in our next
newsletter!

A big thank you to PSVSA
members Dick Libby and
John Kendall for their PV
articles for thisissue!

So, even though I've now been
unemployed for over 3years, |
still have my 1800. I'll sell
something else if need be—not
the Volvo.

I'm so glad that | got involved
with PSVSA and am able to

really enjoy my car and the
other great club members.

1965 1800S

1969 1800S
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PSVSA Advertisers

IROLL Motors
Mike Dudek

8505 Church ST #17
Gilroy, CA 95020
408/847-1544
www.irollmotors.com

Larry’sIndependent Volvo
Repair & Service

Warren Moy

6301 Beacon Ave So.

Seattle, WA 98108
106/722-4070

www.larrysvol voservice.com

P1800.com

Don Thibault

372 Rt 6A

Sandwich, MA 02537
508/888-9715
www.p1800.com

Bob Byers Ravenna Volvo
Will Judd

2700 NE 55th ST

Seattle, WA 98105
800/889-7019

www. bobbyersvol vo.com

20% discount on parts

X-Ray Auto

Matt Pollitz

5210 14th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98107
206/789-5455

WWW.Xrayauto.net
15% discount on parts

Rainbow Auto Service
Larry Watson

2729 Jensen Rd

Bellingham, WA 98226
360/734-6117

www.rai nbowautoservice.com

Superior Plating
Les Miller

17515 56A Avenue
Surrey, BC V3S 1G2
604/574-5014
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We have some very talented PSV SA Refrigerator M agnets
people herein PSVSA and some | | High quality refrigerator magnets (3"x4") . Purchaseto support the club and to im-
of them have gone so far asto pressyour friends. These magnetslook good! $5.00 each (includes shipping).
makeitemsfor our old Volvos.
Items can be purchased directly PSV SA Window Decals
from the member as listed be- Professionally made PSVSA club window decals to advertiser your membership in our
low. PSVSA Clubitemscanbe | | qjup and hopefully find new members for us. $4.00 each (includes shipping).
purchased by contacting Gail
Ritchie or Gary Ramstad and all i - - —
proceeds benefit PSV SA. Custom-M a_ide Return Address Labels: Dazzleyour frlgnds with m_alll_ng
labels showing your beloved Volvo. $10.00 for 90 labelsincludes shipping.
Custom Business Cards for the
Volvo Lover: Order thestyle
you like from samplesand
specify the colors you want.
$15.00 for 100 cards. More
design choices at on-line store.
i CrosdinegVine
Punctuation Floating Oval/Sunset
VOLVOVOLVOVOLVO VOLVO VOLVOVOLVO VOLVOVOLVO VOLVO
I SPARKIE’SFUN VOL VO STUFF I
Leather Luggage Straps
Hand-made, new leather luggage straps with 4 chrome plated end hooks and 2 nickel-chrome plated buckles.
Straps cometo you asthe originals—un-dyed with careinstructions.
1800 ES $150.00 Plus $7.00 S/H (5% goesto PSV SA)
Asabove but shorter, with 2 chrome plated end hooks and 2 nickel-chrome plated buckles and 2 riveted ends.
1800S & E $140.00 Plus $7.00 S/H (5% goesto PSV SA)
Heater Control Decals
Decal is copy of the original for 1800 ES & 1800E and isavailablein White on Clear for ES, E wood-grain dash or Black on
Clear for S& E non-wood grain dash. Easy application instructionsincluded. Specify White OR Black on clear.
1800 S-E-ES $7.00 Plus $1.00 S/H (5% goesto PSVSA)
Headlight Covers
7 inch diameter, clear poly-plastic Headlight Covers help protect expensive headlight bulbs from rock damage.
Improve styling by adding a continuous “ curved ling” to front fender profile. Fits 1800, 544 & 122 with 7”
headlights.
1800, 544, 122 $15.00/pr Plus $4.00 S/H (5% goesto PSVSA)
Greg Kauffman, aka Sparkie
Phone: 425/252-3146
Email: greg_kauffman@cable.comcast.com
VOLVOVOLVOVOLVO VOLVO VOLVOVOLVO VOLVOVOLVO VOLVO

Cup/Cell Phone Holders
Fitsall 1800 models. You can order with just

two cup holders or with the additional cell
Phgn?aégovﬁ?%zg phone holder. Just remove your ashtray and

™ lighter and slideitin. They areterrific—I
Email: hpboxr@thurston.com have minein al thetime. Specify wood

grain, gloss black, flat black or unfinished.
$30 each (includes shipping).



PS/SA PSV SA Event Schedule for 2005
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$1't|eVV-\ RIH14 Skykomish Third Annual Car Show

Aug 27th (Sat)

Sept 11th (Sun) Classic Cruising Club cruise to Snohomish for antiquing and group

Gary Ramstad, Chapter lunch.

Coordinator, VSA National Vice
President and VSA National
Chapter Liaison
Phone: 206/365-6913
Email: ramd fp@hotmail.com

Sept 25th (Sun) Volvo Club of BC Annual Picnic

Oct 16th (Sun) PSVSA Fall Volvo Meet and Tailgate Parts Swap

Nov 2 (Wed) Volvo GT Club meeting
Gail Ritchie, Assistant Chapter Dec7(Wed)  Volvo GT Club meeting
Coordinator, Cruising Club
Coordinator, Webmaster and
Newd etter Editor
Phone: 425/788-7689 Upcoming Events for 2006!!!
Email: lakeoygirl @yahoo.com
Spring “Break in the Garage Party” to celebrate Mike Mauer’s brand new
garage. Thiswill bean overnight Classic Cruising Club event.
_ _ We'll go over Saturday morning, have a barbeque at Mike's, stay at
The car club in Washington an inexpensive motel Sat night and return on Sunday.
for owners of classic Volvos.
Summer VSA’s 30th anniversary party “Swedish Day in Seattle” with all

Swedish Car Clubs invited is still in the planning stages for 2006.
We hopeto set up areally great meet at the Triple X Drive-In in
Issaquah, one of only two Triple X drive-ins left _http:/ /

www .issaquahhistory.org/ sites/ xxxdrivein.h}rﬁ

Car shows, cruises around the greater Puget Sound
area, swap meets!

FRAMedipRands

By Gail Ritchie Unfortunately, we haven't

been able to recruit the num-

like to do so your support
and understanding is ap-

Check out our “sister club”, the Volvo
Club of BC. Consider joining then too
or attending this year’'s annual picnic.

The club publishesaregular and excel-

lent newsletter filled with tech tips
and event reviews.

www .volvoclubofbc.com

Membership renewal re-
minders go out monthly by
email (if you have) and by
postal mail if you don’t
shortly before your member-
ship isup for renewal.

Gary and | hopethat you
have found our newly revi-
talized PSVSA Club enjoy-
able and worth participating
in.

ber of memberswe hoped to
have by now.

Asaresult, starting with
November 2005 renewals,
wewill need to up our an-
nual duesto $15.00 per year
to help cover our costs.

Our bank account is pitiful
and we'realways coming up
with ideas for thingswe'd

preciated.

Thanks for your support!

Gary and Gail
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