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The Newslet t er  of  t he Puget  Sound Chapt er  of  Volvo 
Spor t s Am er ic a 

By Dick Libby 
 
A t the recent Conven-
tion of the American 
Psychiatric Association, 
a speaker was talking 
about enjoying life, re-
ducing anxiety, and 
alternatives to therapy.  
Psychiatrist, Dr. Forbes 
Hieronymous stated 
that “ the income of psy-
chiatrists is threatened 
when therapy is not 
needed because pa-
tients get strong pleas-
ure/ fulfillment by boat-
ing or driving classic 
cars like old Volvos. 
 
He elaborated, “ look, if 
people are out there 
cruising around in Vol-
vos and not feeling 
anxiety or depression, 

VSA 
1976—2006 

 
Volvo Sports America, the 
national club, is celebrat-
ing it’s 30th year in 2006 
so look for a special event 
this year to celebrate that 
anniversary. 

Volvos and Psychiatrists 

our business suffers 
and we might as well 
close up shop and join 
them.”  
 
In discussion groups 
later that day, many 
questions focused on 
this phenomenon: 
·  “ Is the same thing 

true for drivers of 
classic Jaguars or 
MG’s?”  

·  Could psychiatrists 
get out of their of-
fices, join the 
cruises and try to 
persuade drivers 
that therapy is still 
relevant? 

·  “ Why not sponsor a 
long cruise for clas-
sic cars, provide 
free lodging and 
therapy at a ban-

quet dinner to make 
our case?”  

·  “ Why didn’t our 
university medical 
training prepare us 
for such a threat to 
our careers?”  

 
On the final day of the 
convention, the director 
of the association was 
seen arriving in a beauti-
ful red 1972 1800E, amid 
jeers and shouts from 
the delegates who sur-
rounded the Volvo and 
expressed considerable  
anxiety.  It was a week-
end I w ill never for-
get...God bless our old 
Volvos (costly, but 
cheaper than therapy 
methinks). 

PSVSA Is Looking for More Members & Advertisers 
By Gail Ritchie 
 
We will need to be 
looking for new mem-
bers and advertisers to 
support our club.  So 
talk up the club with 
people who own old 

Volvos.  Talk to your 
service providers to see 
if they would like to 
advertise with us at $25 
per year (cheap). 
 
We need to keep the 
funds rolling in so that  

we can continue to pro-
vide you with newslet-
ters, a website, etc. in 
the future. 
 
Thanks for your help! 
Gary and Gail 
 



We will then forward 
your renewal form and a 
check to the national club 
to keep your membership 
current or to reactivate it 
if is has expired or you 
never joined in the first 
place. 
 

We must insist that if you 
belong to our chapter, 
you MUST keep your 
membership in VSA cur-
rent! 
 
If you have any questions 
on this, please speak to 
Gary Ramstad, VSA Vice 
President and PSVSA 
Chapter Coordinator. 
 
Thank you for your coop-
eration. 
 
 

By Gail Ritchie and Gary 
Ramstad 
 
A fter during an audit of 
our PSVSA club members 
against the list that the 
national club sent us, it 
has come to our attention 
that many of our mem-
bers are NOT keeping 
their membership in VSA 
up to date or have never 
joined the national club. 
 
Volvo Sports America 
carries liability insurance 
coverage that includes an 
umbrella over all local 
chapter clubs. 
 
For this insurance cover-
age to be active and in 
effect at events, all 
PSVSA chapter members 
must also keep a current 
membership with VSA. 
 

This is clearly stated on 
our membership applica-
tion form and now is at 
the top of our event 
schedule. 
 
With people out there 
that are “ lawsuit happy” , 
it is very important that 
we are all covered by 
VSA’s liability insurance 
at all of our events. 
 
Most of our membership 
renewals occur between 
November and December 
of each year.  We have 
added to the membership 
renewal form your VSA 
membership renewal 
date and encourage you 
to pay both memberships 
at the same time by send-
ing PSVSA a check for 
$45.00 ($30 for VSA and 
$15 for PSVSA). 
 

Club Membership Required for Attendance 
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Final cruise of 2005 to Sno-
homish for antiquing and 
lunch.  Bob Hemion took 
this photo (two shots) and 
“ stitched”  them together 
into one photo.  Great job! 

Hey, Cruising is Fun!! 

 

OK 



staller was sick and the 
installer not bothering to 
look at the instructions) it 
took 4 trips down there to 
finally get it done.  The 
final problem encountered 
was that it cut out above 60 
mph which wasn’t going to 
work for me.  They actu-
ally fixed this problem 
quickly after contacting the 
manufacturer of the unit. 
 
My test drive home was on 
Hwy 18 from Auburn to I-
90.  For those of you famil-
iar with this route, it starts 
out with a pretty good hill 
out of Auburn, straightens 
out for miles and then you 
hit the 3 mile climb to the 
Tiger Mountain summit. 
 
I made the entire run in 
over-drive, with the A/ C 
going and it held exactly at 
60 mph the entire way.  I 
couldn’t believe that it 
worked that well. 
 
A ll that shows is a tiny 
control panel smaller than  
a business card that I had 
installed on the far left side 
of the instrument panel 
between the upper and 
lower dashes which turned 
out to be an extremely con-
venient place to put it. 
 
It’s well l ighted and there 
are only two buttons you 
have to worry about so it’s 
easy to set, increase or de-
crease speed or reset. 
 
Needless to say, I AM SO 
HAPPY to finally have 
cruise control in my Volvo 
and would recommend 
this unit to anyone consid-
ering adding this luxury to 
their car. 

By Gail Ritchie 
 
I got my first 1800S at the 
age of 21 in 1973.  Back 
then I could drive anything 
all day and sleep on the 
floor if needed.  I had that 
car for 12 years before hav-
ing to let go of it. 
 
Then 15 years later, I fi-
nally was able to purchase 
another 1800S, this time a 
1969.  Boy, what a differ-
ence 15 years makes, espe-
cially when you also have 
some new medical prob-
lems to go along with get-
ting older.  It’s way harder 
to turn that steering wheel, 
way harder to even get in 
and out of the thing!  And 
a lot harder to spend hours 
driving a little car with a 
manual transmission. 
 
So, of course, along with 
fixing many other things 
on the car, I’ve attempted 
to make it more comfort-
able for me to be driving it. 
 
The first item was to get 
the air conditioning unit 
working and upgraded to 
the new stuff you have to 
use now.  While it does 
work okay on open roads, 
it can’t handle in-town or 
stop and go driving at all.  
The car always over heats 
when stuck in traffic.   It is 
NOT air conditioning as 
we know A/ C in newer 
model cars but certainly 
better than nothing. 
 
I wanted to add power 
steering to the car but 
found out I don’t have 
room for it because of the 
A/ C unit. 
 

So, what could I do next?  
The thing that I was miss-
ing the most was cruise 
control which is something 
I use all the time in my 
daily driver, Ford Escape, 
so I can move my legs 
around and don’t have to 
constantly sit in the same 
position. 
 
I purchased a cruise con-
trol unit (the least expen-
sive one) from JC Whitney.  
The unit was $120 with 
another $12 for a vacuum 
canister needed for the 4 
cylinder engine. 
 
I am very lucky to have a 
very talented mechanic just 
3 miles from my home in 
Carnation.  He even picks 
up and delivers my car 
because he likes to drive it.  
It’s the only “ foreign”  auto 
at his place as he normally 
works on trucks.  He took 
one look at the wiring dia-
gram and said “ I’ll  pass”  
on this job.”   However, this 
month in addition to work-
ing on my 1800, he’s fixing 
my generator and building 
a new muffler for my rid-
ing lawn mower.  Like I 
said, a talented guy! 
 
Sound Radio in Auburn 
was my next stop as I had 
used them 20 years ago.  
They install radios, cruise 
controls, power door locks 
and windows and have 
been in business for some 
time.  Even with their ex-
perience in installing 
cruise control units, they 
had difficulty with this one 
and with two stupid mis-
takes on their part, (not 
call ing to cancel my ap-
pointment when the in-

Cruising in an 1800 is Fun, Especially 
Without Leg Cramps 
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Members may advertise cars, 
parts, memorabilia here for 
free as we do for you on the 
website.  Just send your infor-
mation and photos to Gail 
and they w ill be added here 
and on the website. 

===================== 

1973 1800ES in good condi-
tion.  New paint in 1985, Cin-
namon - Dupont Imron.  New 
suspension bushing; balanced 
drive shaft, recent tune up. 
Chrome in excellent 
shape.  IPD mag wheels and 
stock size tires (have original 
wheels).  Four speed w ith 
electric overdrive; runs 
strong.  New vent w indow 
rubber. Interior original, 
nothing redone (read this fair 
condition).  New bearings 
and syncros in transmis-
sion.  New IPD sway bar in-
cluded (not in-
stalled).  $7,500  .  Contact 
George Batterman at 
509/ 289-3455 or 
email:  geo.batt@gte.net.  

===================== 

A l l  of the fol low ing are for 
sale by Gary Ramstad: 

 

240 DL Series Parts 
1979-1980 240DL front 
bumper air dam.  Old new 
Volvo stock. Silver 
color,  w ith mounting 
brackets. Never used. 
Volvo part 11285664.  $100 
OBO 
 
1978 240 DL Les Schwab 
studded snow tires on slot-
ted 1978 wheels.  Size:  185 
or 195 70 x 14.  Cost $120 - 
w ill sell for $50.  Used only 
1-2 weeks each year in Se-
attle! 
 
M iscel laneous 
B18 and B20 Carburetor 
Heads available.  Call for 
price. 
1966 122s front grills.  Two 
sets in great condition at 
$30 per set. 
1967 122s slotted 
wheels.  Two or more for 
$10 each. 
 
PV544 Series Parts 
PV original after-market 
new front floor mats.  Black 
w ith brown or tan color 
w ith Volvo white letters 
and never used in the past 
40 years.  $50.  Just try to 
find them somewhere else! 

PSVSA Trading Post  
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PSVSA Advertisers 
 

IROLL Motors and 
Foreign Autotech 
Mike Dudek 
8505 Church ST #17 
Gilroy, CA  95020 
408/847-1544 
www.irollmotors.com 
_______________________ 
Lar ry’s Independent Volvo 
Repair &  Service 
Warren Moy 
6301 Beacon Ave So. 
Seattle, WA  98108 
106/722-4070 
www.larrysvolvoservice.com 
________________________ 
P1800.com 
Don Thibault 
372 Rt 6A 
Sandwich, MA  02537 
508/888-9715 
www.p1800.com 
________________________ 
Bob Byers Ravenna Volvo 
Will Judd 
2700 NE 55th ST 
Seattle, WA  98105 
800/889-7019 
www.bobbyersvolvo.com 
20% discount on parts 
________________________ 
X-Ray Auto 
Matt Pollitz 
5210 14th Ave NE 
Seattle, WA  98107 
206/789-5455 
www.xrayauto.net 
15% discount on parts 
_________________________ 
Rainbow Auto Service 
Larry Watson 
2729 Jensen Rd 
Bellingham, WA  98226 
360/734-6117 
www.rainbowautoservice.com 
____________________________ 
Super ior  Plating 
Les Miller 
17515 56A Avenue 
Surrey, BC  V3S 1G2 
604/574-5014 
____________________________ 
V Treasure Hunter 
Greg Blake 
PO Box 6601 
Crestline, Ca  92325-6601 
909/338-5323 
www.vtreasurehunter.com 
 

 
PV544/ 122S original made 
in Sweden vinyl/ metal roof 
rack.  Purchased in 1965 
from the local Tacoma Volvo 
dealer and used until 1977, 
then stored inside for 27 
years and cleaned up in 
2005.  It's only 40 years old 
and almost new!  $200 OBO. 
 
 
1800 Parts 
1964-66 Re-plated set of door 
chrome strips and another 
perfect used set. 
Interior courtesy lights. 
Door handles. 
Horn buttons 
Cranks, gauges, etc. 
Call for more information. 
 
544, 122, 1800 Wheels - 
Spoke aluminum, 14 x 6 
inch, made in England.  A ll 4 
$60. 
 
Volvo Books &  M anuals 
"Volvo 120 Series 1961-68 
Workshop Manual" by Ken-
neth Ball, printed by Auto-
press. $15  

 

 

Batterman’s 1800ES 

Parts for Sale by Bob M artin 
·  245 3rd Seat—tan in excellent condition 

(install instructions included).  $110 
·  140 series tire chains  $16 
·  240 trim rings—1986,  3 for $10 
·  Early 240 black center console cover  - free! 
·  1980 diesel grill—free! 
·  140 hubcaps—4 for $40 
·  140 Volvo radio—1970  $30 
·  140 alternator—35 amp—rebuilt  $45 
·  240 complete instrument panel (w ith clock) in 

excellent condition  $20 
·  240 left front fender for 1985  $15 
 
Questions?  Please call Bob Martin 253/ 846-7932 
(evenings) or email bobnan62@comcast.net 



We have some very talented 
people here in PSVSA and some 
of them have gone so far as to 
make items for our old Volvos.   

Items can be purchased directly 
from the member as l isted be-
low.  PSVSA Club items can be 
purchased by contacting Gail 
Ritchie or Gary Ramstad and all 
proceeds benefit PSVSA. 

PSVSA Ref ri gerator M agnets 
High quality refrigerator magnets  (3” x4” ) .  Purchase to support the club and to im-
press your friends.  These magnets look good!  $5.00 each (includes shipping). 

PSVSA Member’s Store—Items Made by our Members (see at www.psvsa.org/psvsastore.html) 
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Cup/Cel l  Phone Holders 
Fits all 1800 models.  You can order with just 
two cup holders or with the additional cell 
phone holder.  Just remove your  ashtray and 
lighter and slide it in.  They are terrific—I 
have mine in all the time.  Specify wood 
grain, gloss black, flat black or unfinished.  
$30 each (includes shipping). 

Howard Haefner 
Phone:  360/491-8529 

Email:  hpboxr@thurston.com 

Heater Control  Decals 
Decal is copy of the original for 1800 ES & 1800E and is available in White on Clear for ES, E wood-grain dash or Black on 
Clear for S&E non-wood grain dash.  Easy application instructions included.  Specify White OR Black on clear. 
1800 S-E-ES $7.00  Plus $1.00 S/H (5%  goes to PSVSA) 

PSVSA Window Decals 
Professionally made PSVSA club w indow decals to advertiser your membership in our 
club and hopefully  find new members for us.  $4.00 each (includes shipping). 

Leather Luggage Straps 
Hand-made, new leather luggage straps w ith 4 chrome plated end hooks and 2 nickel-chrome plated buckles.  
Straps come to you as the originals—un-dyed w ith care instructions. 
1800 ES $150.00  Plus $7.00 S/H  (5% goes to PSVSA) 
As above but shorter, w ith  2 chrome plated end hooks and 2 nickel-chrome plated buckles and 2 riveted ends. 
1800 S &  E $140.00 Plus $7.00 S/H  (5% goes to PSVSA) 

Greg Kauffman, aka Sparkie 
Phone:  425/252-3146 

Email:  greg_kauffman@cable.comcast.com 

VOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVO 

VOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVO 

Headl ight Covers 
7 inch diameter, clear poly-plastic Headlight Covers help protect expensive headlight bulbs from rock damage.  
Improve styling by adding a continuous “curved line” to front fender profile.  Fits 1800, 544 & 122 with 7”  
headlights. 
1800, 544, 122 $15.00/pr  Plus $4.00 S/H (5%  goes to PSVSA) 

SPARKIE’ S FUN VOL VO STUFF 

VOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVOVOLVO 

Custom-M ade Return Address Labels:  Dazzle your friends w ith mail ing 
labels showing your beloved Volvo.  $10.00 for 90 labels includes shipping. 

Custom Busi ness Cards for the 
Volvo Lover:   Order the style 
you l ike from samples and 
specify the colors you want. 
$15.00 for 100 cards.  More 
design choices at on-line store. 

Floating Oval/Sunset Crosslines/Vine
Punctuation 



By Gail Ritchie 

 

Our PSVSA Volvo GT (grey 
top) Club is now back in 
action during our off-season. 

 

Anyone that is available 
during the week is welcome 
to attend. 

 

It is held at the Third Place 
Bookstore in the Lake Forest 
Park shopping center (park 

on the upper level). 

 

I attended this month and 
found this to be a great place 
for a get together.  It’s a 
huge bookstore and there is 
a bakery where you can get 
great baked goods and cof-
fee drinks. 

 

There is also a large area 
w ith many big tables for 
enjoying your breakfast and 
talking about Volvos. 

PSVSA GT Club Now in Action 

The car club in Washington 
for owners of classic Volvos. 

Gary Ramstad, Chapter 
Coordinator, VSA National Vice 

President and VSA National 
Chapter Liaison 

Phone: 206/365-6913 
Email: ramslfp@hotmail.com 

Gail Ritchie, Assistant Chapter 
Coordinator, Cruising Club 

Coordinator, Webmaster and 
Newsletter Editor 

Phone:  425/788-7689 
Email:  lakejoygirl@yahoo.com 

 

PSVSA 
5115 NE 188th 

Seattle, WA  98155-3014 

PSVSA Event Schedule for  2006 
 
 
Feb 1  (Wed) Volvo GT Club meeting 
 
Feb 19 (Sun) PSVSA Swedish “ Cruise In”  at the XXX Drive-In in Issaquah 

 Noon to 3pm.  On the Corner of Front St and Gilman.  From I-90 East-
bound, take the Front St exit.  Turn right then get in the left hand lane and 
take the first left onto Gilman.  XXX will be on your left.   

  http:/ / issaquahhistory.org/ sites/ xxxdrivein.htm  425/ 392-1266 
 Parts w ill need to be kept  in car/ trunk at this location. 
 
Mar 1  (Wed) Volvo GT Club meeting 
 
Mar 19 (Sun) Snoqualmie Valley Cruise 
 
April 8 (Sat) Cruising Club Cruise to Kent to visit the Hydroplane and Race Boat Mu-

seum.  www.thunderboats.org 
 

 
          Car shows, cruises around the greater Puget Sound 
                                       area, swap meets! 
 

Check out our “ sister club” , the Volvo 
Club of BC.  Consider joining then too 
or attending this year’s annual picnic. 
 
The club publishes a regular and excel-
lent newsletter filled w ith  tech tips 
and event reviews. 
 
www.volvoclubofbc.com 

The group meets at 10am 
on the first Wednesday of 
each month from Novem-
ber through March. 

 

Try to 
stop by if 
you 
can—
you’ll 
have a 

good time! 

 

 

By Gail Ritchie 

 

Mike Dudek, owner of 
iROLL Motors and an ad-
vertiser w ith PSVSA, just 
purchased the entire parts 
inventory and business 
name from Foreign 
Autotech. 

 

Foreign Autotech has been 

in business in Pennsylvania 
since 1974 under the owner-
ship of  founder, Duane 
Matejka. 

 

Mike and his son Jeff, who is 
iROLL Motor’s webmaster, 
made the trip from Califor-
nia to Pennsylvania and 
back w ith a huge truck 
loaded with parts. 

Mike Dudek Purchases Foreign Autotech—Bill Webb Writing a New Book 

Congratulations Mike!
***************************** 

It is reported that Bill 
Webb, author of the now 
famous “ Swedish Iron”  
book is now writing a new 
" Swedish Iron II”  book. 

Swedish Iron is out of 
print so I’m sure those of 
you that missed that book 
w ill be looking forward to 
his new one.  
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